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Box No. I Basis of this opinion 



1 . With regard to the language, this opinion has been established on the basis of : 
^ the international application in th6 language in which it was filed 
□ a translation of the inteqiational application into 



^ , which is the language of a 



translation fiimished for the purposes of international search (Rules 12.3(a) and 23.1(b)) 

2, ED This opinion has been established taking into account the rectification of an obvious mistake authorized by or notified 

to this Authority under Rule 91 (Rule 43to,l(a)) 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed ipthe international application, diis opinion has been 

established on the basis of; 

a, type of material 

I I a sequence Hstuig 

I I table(s) related to the sequence listing 

b. format of material 

on paper 
I I In electronic form 



c. time of flling/fumishing 

□ contained in the international application as filed. 

n filiBd together with the international applic?atiott in electronic form. 

n ftunishedsubsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. 

^- m addition, in the case that more than one version or copy of a sequence listing and/or table relating thereto has been 
filed or furnished, the required statements that the information in the subsequent or additioanl copies is identical to that 
in the application as filed or dpes not go beyond the application as filed, as impropriate, were fhmished. 

5. Additional comments: 
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Box No, V Reasoned statement under Rule 43bi$.l(a)(l) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 


Claims 


2,3 


YES 




Claims 


1,4-6 


NO 


Inventive step (IS) 


Claims 


NONE 


YES 


Claims 


1-6 


wn 


Industrial applicability (lA) 


Claims 


1-6 


YES 




Claims 


NONE 


NO 



2. Citations and explanations : 

Reference is made in the present opinion to the following documents (D) cited in the search 
report. 

Dl: US 6641592 Bl (JUDE S. SAUER AND JOHN F. HAMMOND) 4 November 2003 
D2: US 6368334 Bl (JUDE S, SAUER) 9 AprU 2002 

1. Novelty and Inventive Step 

1.1 Claim 1 

Document Dl, which is considered to represent the most relevant state of the art, discloses a 
system for closure of a wound in a patient like a puncture hole in a blood vessel, with a suture 
having a first apparatus for applying a suture capable of closing the wound and a second 
apparatus for securing a sleeve member over the suture to secure the wound closed. 

As all of the features of claim 1 are disclosed in Dl, this claim is anticipated by Dl (see 
abstract; Col.7, Lines 15-45). Therefore, claim 1 lacks novelty under PCT Article 33(2). 

1.2 Claims 2 and 3 

Dl does not disclose the features of the crimping and cutting device portion which are 
configured to detach from the suturing device portion and to nest within a portion of the 
suturing device portion. But D2 discloses a kit comprising a suturing device and a suture 
crimping device which can be combined through the cannula (see Col. 11, Lines 1-11; Figs. 
28-30). It would be obvious to a person skilled in the art to apply the features of D2 to the 
tissue suturing apparatus of Dl to arrive at the surgical apparatus of claims 2 and 3. Thus, 
claims 2 and 3 do not involve an inventive step under PCT Article 33(3). 

1.3 Claim 4 

The additional feature of claim 4 dependent on claim 1 is not different from the feature of Dl 
in including a tissue engaging section of the tissue suturing apparatus. Accordingly, claim 4 is 
substantially the same as Dl. Therefore, claim 4 lacks novelty under PCT Article 33(2). 
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Supplementol Box 



In case the space in any of the preceding boxes is not sufficient 
Continuation of : 

Box V. 

1.4 Claims 5 and 6 

Dl discloses a system for closure of a wound in a patient with a suture material having two 
ends comprising: a first apparatus comprising a housingr a shaft having a first end and a 
second end in which said first end is coupled to the housing, a tissue engagmg section 
coupled to said second end of said shaft, and a first needle and a second needle, wherem said 
first and second needles extend from the housing through the shaft into said tissue engagmg 
section; and a second apparatus having means for securing a sleeve member over the two 
ends of the suture material to maintain said wound closed at said first and second locations m 
said tissue. 

All of the technical features of claims 5 and 6 are also inherently disclosed in Dl. 
Accordingly, claims 5 and 6 of the present invention are anticipated by Dl. Therefore, these 
claims lack novelty under PCT Article 33(2). 



2. INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY 

Claims 1-6 are industrially appUcable under PCT Article 33(4), 
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